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St John’s Church Hazelwood 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

17 April 2008 
 

Reports for 2007/2008 
 

 

 

Electoral Roll 

At the beginning of the period under review there were 46 names entered on the Roll.  During the year a further 
three names have been added and two removed.  At the end of the review period there are currently 47 names 
on the Electoral Roll. 

John Morley, Electoral Roll Secretary 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report for the year ending 31st December 2007 
 
Financially 2007 has been a fairly consistent year for the Hazelwood PCC accounts. There have been no major 
items of expense this year apart from the Parish Share (£15,109) and the upkeep of the church (£3,992), which 
includes the insurance (£1,609) and electricity. 
 
There has been a total income of - £30,419   
                 and a total expense of  -    £24,218 
                           giving a Gain of  -        £6,201 (plus investment income of £1,060) 

   A total Gain of  -          £7,261 
 
The assets held in the current account and deposit account has therefore increased from £27,848 in December 
2006 to £34,379 Dec 2007. (This excludes £730 unpaid cheques from 2006.) 
 
It has been possible to transfer £5,500 to the deposit account during the year and the current account stands at 
£2,902 on 31

st
 Dec 2007. (This includes the amount of £584 due for unpaid cheques i.e. £2,319 net)  

 
The liabilities for the year 2008 amount to £18,193 being the parish quota of - £16,000 (£1,333 per month) and 
Ecclesiastical Insurance - £1,609 approx. and unpaid cheques £584. 
 
Income from Gift Aid Tax recovered, Gift Aid donations, magazines, floodlighting and fund raising events have all 
been maintained to a high level. Income tax recovered from Gift Aid amounted to £2,339. (From Regular Giving 
Apr – Dec 2006 was £869, from the Photocopier donations was £508 and from one-off / envelopes was £962). 
There was one bequest received for a total of £1,000 this year. 
 
The income from Parish Fees has increased this year. The PCC has benefited this year from a total sum of 
£3,216 in fees and £3,584 in donations related to these services. Allowing for PCC expenses of £1,627 this 
amounts to a „one-off‟ net gain of £5,173.  Most of the donations received were again from the funeral services. 
 
The total amount that was donated or passed to charities through the PCC accounts during the year amounted 
to £1,473.  It should be noted that charitable funds were raised at the Mamelodi Weekend (Fishpond Choir and 
the YPG Tea Party) amounted to £2,100. This is not shown in the Church accounts as the charitable giving was 
handled by the Mamelodi Trust but the generosity of church members was greatly appreciated. 
 
The excellent result for 2007 is thanks again to all the efforts of everyone who contribute in all that they do for 
the Church. 

John Chadwick, Treasurer 
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Deanery Synod 

There have been no formal meetings of the Deanery Synod this year.  John Wright and June Bowley were our 
representatives on the Deanery Synod and were ready to attend any meetings that might have been called. 

 

 

MMA Representative Report 

There have been four meetings in the past year, including the AGM in May 07.  The constitution was considered 
fine with no amendments and Canon Robert Parsons was re-elected as the area vicar. 

Various events have been held under the auspices of the MMA such as special church services, a walk in May, 
planning workshops to discuss aims and objectives etc. and these are to be repeated this coming year.  The 
MMA share required by the Deanery has been discussed by the MMA. 

The November meeting was attended by Bishop Humphrey, who talked about of ways of assessing the success 
of Renewing Ministry and was encouraged by the progress made by the Belper MMA. 

Having a youth worker was considered a priority for the Belper MMA. 
 

Brian Cantrill, Belper MMA Representative 

 

PCC Report 

The PCC (20 church members including the Vicar) met eight times during the year with generally good 
attendances. 

During the year Jean Slater was admitted to the Derbyshire Royal Infirmary and was unable attend meetings of 
the PCC.  In September, Daphne Parsons moved away from the village.  The contribution over the years of both 
these long-standing PCC members was significant. 

The PCC has been active throughout the year on behalf of the church.  Some hold office or have specific 
responsibilities within the church, others help organise events and activities, while others represent the church at 
other meetings and report back.  The church is indebted to all those who give so much of their time to the church 
over and above their attendance at PCC meetings. 

During the year the PCC dealt with a range of routine matters and also with: 

¶ Financial matters and a review of gifts to charities by Hazelwood Church. 

¶ Proposals for the West End Project which involved wide consultation in the church and community, 
dialogue with the architect and the Diocesan Advisory Committee, the successful application for a 
Faculty and the award of the contract to Milward Construction Ltd.  Work started on Phase One in 
February. 

¶ General matters relating to the church building and the churchyard, including inspection of the church 
bells, the clearing of the damp proof course and other maintenance work. 

¶ Matters relating to the Sunday School and the Young People‟s Group. 

¶ Matters relating to the work of the Belper MMA. 

¶ Consideration of the possible distribution of the Parish Magazine to every home in the Parish. 

¶ Consideration of the implications of the Chancel Repairs Act 1932. 

¶ Planning for special services and events including the Church Fete. 

Members of the PCC are always anxious to reflect the wider views within the church and everyone is 
encouraged to make their views know to PCC members. 

Steve Bacon, PCC Secretary 
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Churchwardens’ Report 

Church 

The reordering of the West End is now progressing. The pews and heating pipes have been removed, the stone 
piers rebuilt to lower the floor and new tongue and groove flooring fitted.  Some electrical work has also been 
carried out. The next phase will commence on 14

th
 April to install the servery sink and cupboard units, hardwood 

screens etc. Suitable carpeting and stackable chairs will be installed subject to DAC approval. 

The DAC certificate for the project was issued in August 2007 and the faculty was granted in December.  The 
churchwardens are appreciative of the assistance given by Steve Bacon in the preparation of the formal 
submission to the DAC and the faculty petition.  The work is being carried out by Milward Construction and 
overseen by the architects Bakewell & Partners. 

It is noted that it is proposed to ultimately recover about £12,500, or half of the cost of the project, by fundraising 
and donations.  This will be a challenge we will all need to address.  We look forward to making this area an 
exciting and worthwhile addition to our church activities. 

During the year the church bells were inspected and serviced by Taylors Eayre and Smith.  A certain amount of 
rust and wear was reported as expected after 105 years of service. The cable pulley plates and timber bearers 
were in fair condition only.  It was recommended that the bells be re-inspected in say five years time when a cost 
of £3,000 - £4,000 may be required to replace the bell bearings and refurbish generally. 

The clock was also serviced. 

 

Churchyard  

After some initial work a pressure hose was used to clear the drains around the church and some additional 
chicken wire strainers fitted.  The gullies around the damp course were also cleared.  Our thanks are due to 
John Chadwick, Colin Kitchener and John Morley for this and other work in the churchyard. 

 

People 

The death of Joan Tiplady in September was a sad occasion for the church. 

The churchwardens would like to record their thanks to Daphne Parsons who has left the district, also to Jean 
Slater who has had to relinquish her duties as assistant churchwarden due to illness. 

We were pleased to welcome John Bather, the Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire, who opened the church fete in 
July. 

Another highlight of the year was the Mamelodi weekend with a concert by the Fishpond Choir, a family 
communion service and a Tea Party organised by the Young People‟s Group in the village hall. 

Another happy occasion was the celebration held in August by David and Beryl Bentley to mark their 50 years in 
the Parish of Hazelwood. 

David Bentley, Brian Cantrill, Jean Slater 

 

Report from the Vicar, Revd Robert Harris 
 
Shottle 

In 2007, with the assistance of Dr Wendy Dackson, the Diocese of Derby undertook a research project, exploring 
changes in parish life experienced in the last two decades.  The project should help the Bishop of Derby in at 
least two ways:  Firstly, it should reveal the significant challenges and new opportunities experienced in 
parishes.  Secondly, it could identify areas of both satisfaction and frustration in the working lives of the clergy. 

Last June, I invited Dr Wendy to visit Shottle Church and its community so that their story could be included in 
the research.   I wanted her to hear their story of challenge, change and success. I am very grateful to the 
members of FOSC who co-operated.  In her summary, Dr Wendy concluded: 

Shottle Church is an interesting study for a number of reasons.  Nobody speaks of their own 
spirituality, or a direct relationship with God, but people see the church building itself as a symbol of 
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ógoodness and truthô.  Several poems included in Mary Fletcherôs histories of the church indicate 
that people have felt a strong presence of the divine in this small church. 

The church itself has become a focal point of the community.  Even though worship only occurs a 
few times a year, it is well-attended, and the FOSC group are highly committed both to keeping the 
building in good repair and being an agent of good in the local area.  People see the church as a 
significant contributor to their social well-being*, and keenly feel the need for a focal point and 
gathering place. 

*
Even if that is not the way it would be phrased. 

For me, one of the pleasures of working with FOSC, is the way in which they have worked together to restore a 
deteriorating church with, in the background, adversaries like Foot and Mouth disease, an undervalued farming 
community, and appalling weather.   

Another of the pleasures has been the lack of frustration regarding Faculties.  For example, FOSC thought it 
necessary to install a sink, water supply, and a small fridge in the vestry.  The group asked me for permission to 
obtain and install these amenities.  It was lovely to say „yes‟ without the rigmarole of consulting Diocesan 
committees and architects, or going through a process which more complicated than seeking a local authority 
planning application.  Like the rest of the project, they just got on with it. 

 

Hazelwood 

Fortunately, the frustrations surrounding Hazelwood‟s “West End Project” have been, in the end, worthwhile.  At 
the moment, the work is not complete, but I can see how very useful the new “welcome area” will be.   I can 
foresee its usefulness not just on Sundays after Divine Worship, but also at every baptism, funeral and wedding, 
and for a variety of social occasions and meetings.  In the MMA, Hazelwood has the one advantage denied most 
of our sister churches - adequate and easy car parking.  I can see our church being used more often as an MMA 
meeting place. 

Sometime in the next few weeks I shall approach the Bishop and arrange for him to dedicate the Welcome Area.  
I shall also ask him to dedicate the rails on the chancel steps. 

Other things stand out in my memory as highlights in the past year.  One is the Confirmation Service at Holbrook 
at which one of our church members was confirmed.  Another is the Mamelodi Weekend and the enthusiasm 
shared by all ages to help the schools in South Africa. 

This is my ninth report; and I have said the following at each APCM and it is worth repeating:   

“I want to express my thanks to everyone who helps with the running and maintenance of this parish and its two 
churches.  I am very grateful, because each person generously contributes to our worship and mission.”    

I should like to especially thank the following: 

¶ the Churchwardens, and the Assistant Wardens; 

¶ members of the PCC and our Church Officers; 

¶ and our Friends of Shottle Church (FOSC).  

Revôd Robert Harris, Vicar 
 

 

Support for Zakhele and Meetse A Bophelo Primary Schools, Mamelodi, South Africa 

Support for our link schools in Mamelodi South Africa has continued through the year.  Beryl Bentley is in regular 
contact by letter with the head teacher of Zakhele Primary School, Fikile Manzini and with Helen Smith, the 
Mamelodi Trust‟s representative in South Africa.  The schools, staff and pupils are remembered regularly in 
church prayers.  With the generous support of church members, the Mamelodi  Weekend in November 
(Fishpond Choir Concert and Young People‟s Group Tea Party) raised £2,100 for Mamelodi.  This money was 
spent on new books for the Meetse A Bophelo School library which was opened in October.  The Mamelodi 
Trust now supports four schools and the ongoing financial and prayer support from the church and its members 
is much appreciated not only here in the UK but also by the teachers in Mamelodi. 
 

Steve and Mary Bacon 
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Sunday School and Young People’s Group 

This year Sunday School and Young People‟s Group met on every first Sunday throughout the year. There are 
13 on the register for Sunday School and 10 girls who come to YPG . 

Sunday School meets in the village Hall for a varied programme of stories, singing, games and activities all 
designed to enable the children to learn more about God and what it means to be a Christian.  The children are 
delightful and are enthusiastic about joining in all the activities.  

YPG has also met once a month throughout the year for a varied programme including, craft activities, cooking 
and games evenings.  Every evening we include an epilogue encouraging the girls to think about what it means 
to be a Christian.  In September they bravely agreed to lead a morning service.  A lot of thought went into 
creating an interesting service but unfortunately this was not supported by many members of the congregation.  
This did not encourage them to increase their involvement with the church. 

 

 In November the girls organised another Church Tea Party where they not only served tea, sandwiches and 
cakes but sold Christmas crafts which they had made. The girls also showed their cooking skills as they all made 
excellent cakes to sell.  The profits raised were given to the Meetse A Bophelo Library Fund.  Everyone who 
came enjoyed the afternoon and the girls decided to organise another event in May to raise money for the West 
End Project in Church. Activities towards this event have included marmalade making and producing beautiful 
hand-crafted cards to sell. 

A highlight of the year was the Christingle Service which was well supported. 

Thank you to everyone who has led or helped in Sunday School and YPG, particularly Margaret Harris our back-
up Sunday School teacher and to Helen Morley and Sally Kitchener both of whom have given their time to help 
at YPG. 

We have some wonderful youngsters attached to our Church, we pray that they will be enabled to learn more of 
the Christian life and come to a personal faith in Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

 
Mary Bacon and Elizabeth Turvey 

 

 

Parish Magazine 

The gathering together of copy and the editing of the magazine is a continual learning experience!  

Thank you to Valerie Thorpe for her able assistance with the magazine and all the work in amending and editing 
existing advertisements and creating new ones. 

Thank you to Linda Bowley for taking on the organization of the monthly sponsorship of the magazine covers, 
and the business work with those who have renewed their advertisements, and also with the new sponsors; with 
able assistance from John Chadwick. 

Roger Allan‟s programming of the photocopier has continued to assist in the reproduction quality of the 
magazine and the covers.  

In various months the magazine has continued in its enlarged format and we are grateful to Ashley Franklin, 
Robert Walker and John Harris for cover and inside photographs.  Robert has also taken certain photographs 
and produced some of the outside covers prior to printing.  Digital photographs are welcome of different events 
or for use on the front cover.  

Special thanks go to the production and distribution team without whom there would be no magazine.  

Graham Craft 
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Church website 

The Hazelwood Church website continues to be updated on a monthly basis and always shows details of all the 
church services and other events for the current month.  Some small changes to the format and content of the 
website were made during the year to ensure that it remains up to date.  Additionally, the external system which 
drives the website changed during the year which necessitated some redesign of the Hazelwood information 
pages.  Any suggestions for further information which could be provided by this means are always welcome. 
 
The website can be found at:    www.stjohnshazelwood.ik.com 

Steve Bacon, Editor 
 
 

Church Music Report 
 
The augmented choir again assembled for Harvest Thanksgiving service and the Christmas service of Lessons 
and Carols. 

At Christmas time singers visited three homes in the village to lead hosts and guests in carol singing; thank you 
to Beryl Bentley for co-coordinating these visits, and Robert Walker for selling the charity raffle tickets. 

On Palm Sunday the augmented choir led the traditional service marking the beginning of Holy Week.  

We put on record our thanks and appreciation to all who contribute to the worship, music and liturgy at 
Hazelwood and Shottle Churches. 

Also thanks to those members of the augmented choir, from Belper, Duffield, (Hazelwood) and Turnditch, many 
of whom are members of their local churches and chapels, but who still find time to support us at St. John‟s and 
turn out to choir practices in all weathers. 

A final thank you to our vicar Robert Harris for his support, encouragement and, when possible, attendances at 
choir practices. 

Graham Craft, Organist 
 

Hazelwood Walking Group 

An average of fourteen walkers have enjoyed the various aspects of the beauty of the Derbyshire hills and 
countryside presenting new areas to experience and enjoying the company of old friends and new 
acquaintances. 
 
Under the leadership of Daphne Parsons we have followed the Derwent Valley Heritage trail in several stages 
from the Derwent Dams to Cromford Canal. We thank Daphne for all the time spent in the organising and the 
preparation of all the monthly walks over the years and wish her well in her ventures in pastures new. 
 
This leadership is now to be shared between us including myself and during the winter months we have enjoyed 
a variety of walks from Dale Abbey, Hartington to areas north of Bakewell with thanks to Mary and David Shaw 
and Keith Ratcliffe (with his impromptu lectures on the railways of Derbyshire). We have enjoyed the delights of 
excellent bar meals in some interesting hostelries and as the weather improves we hope to enjoy picnics in 
picturesque surroundings. 
 
New participants are welcome and the walks are chosen to be usually up to no more than four miles and not too 
difficult so please join us. 

John Chadwick 

 

http://www.stjohnshazelwood.ik.com/
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St. John the Evangelist Church, Hazelwood, 2007 - 08 
 

 
FROM THE REGISTERS 

 
 

Holy Baptism 
 
19th May 2007 Oliver Robert William Gray 
19th May 2007 Lucy Victoria Spall (Adult) 
19

th
 August 2007 Alfie Nicholas Fox 

19
th
 August 2007 Elena Cecilia and Lylah Mae Morris 

 
Confirmed at Holbrook Church 
 
30

th
 September 2007 Rachel Jane Rogers (Hazelwood) 

 
Holy Matrimony 

24
th
 August 2007 

 
Peter Neill & Abigail Joanna [Stamp] Buller 
 

20th October 2007 Christopher John Dixon and Alice Elizabeth [Morton] Dupay 
 
Blessing of a Civil Marriage 
 
4

th
 August 2007 

 
Woody Lee and Isla May Hutchinson 

Blessing of a Marriage 
 
22

nd
 December 2007 

 
 
Edwin Terry and Helen Clare [Bacon] Smith  

 
Funeral and Burial 
 
24

th
 April 2007 Hilda Margaret Walker Aged 79 years 

1
st
 May 2007 Michele Ruth Wilson Aged 41 years 

24
th
 May 2007 Vivien Bestwick Lane Aged 79 years 

14
th
 August 2007 William Leslie Goodall [Les]  Aged 77 years 

10
th
 September 2007 Richard Oulton Aged 85 years 

1
st
 April 2008 Peter Ogdon Aged 76 years 

 
Funeral followed by Cremation 
 
4

th
 October 2007 Joan Lenore Tiplady Age not given 

 
Markeaton Crematorium (* followed by Memorial Service at Hazelwood) 
 
15

th
 May 2007 Hannah Hough Aged 96 years 

17th July 2007 Herbert Slater Aged 83 years (*) 
5

th
 December 2007 Doris May Morley nee Hatton  Aged 71 years 

 
Burial of Cremated Remains 
 
1

st
 June 2007 Mary Hyde Hague Aged 92 years 

25
th
 June 2007 Hannah Ellen Hough Aged 96 years 

10
th
 October 2007 Kenneth Edwin Redfern  Aged 87 years 

6
th
 March 2008 Doris May Morley Aged 71 years 

 


